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Latest Assessment of the Fetal Cardiac Function

Kohta Takei
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Prenatal diagnosis of fetal heart disease by fetal echocardiography has so far focused on morphological assess-
ment. However, more knowledge on fetal cardiac function has been accumulated recently, and the guidelines
for fetal echocardiography now describe the assessment of fetal cardiac function. Conversely, the assessment of
fetal cardiac function, such as that used in transthoracic echocardiography, is not always possible for the follow-
ing reasons: the fetal circulation differs from the neonate’s circulation after birth; the small fetal heart must be
observed through the maternal abdominal wall, which limits the image quality; the fetal position is not constant;
a constant cross-sectional view cannot always be obtained; and electrocardiograms cannot usually be used on
fetuses. The present review article outlines the fetal cardiac functional assessment currently used in fetal echo-
cardiography, including the assessment of central venous pressure, ventricular contractility, ventricular diastolic
and integrated ventricular functions, prognostic value of fetal heart failure, and cardiac functional assessment
using new techniques, such as speckle tracking echocardiography and three-dimensional echocardiography.
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fr L CHELREND 5. RRIIIER TIEMIEEHEICE
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FAb M W IR ER IR D S B IREE 288 T N RERIR
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EiRD S OREFE( LM EICINILERH L TERA,
D S OlRMmIE_ERERD D I EANRAT
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DI ORI END. T Dized, FRVLLA
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KRNI %—)77C, mamOBEmc X 2 IGEH Rk
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FREMTRINC TS F—ICET 5.

HRILOEE S ADREICH > THET 5. LAL,
FEOBRIERIERERE CASNS K51, KERAIAE
EDBAMNIC K > TGS N9 % &=
WO T ABERS B0, FFEHED EFIC K > THRAMG
WD U, ZORREEDRENHEF SN TR &
o TV, TOXSIC—HDIRMLIEETIIL=
DY A XL OMEREZ KL T 5 T Licixn 5.

fig R/OERED T

FHADRRIC WO THRIEAVINE <, DO R
TlE, thOEZ) T4 TOREDHLNT LEHD,
DSBED P IR LT I —REDHOE KB, HA
RS2V T, FRIOMEEREMG L LT, fubEhiR
JERH, OB OMEHEAERTN, OBUNEHEHETE, O
FEHLRBERERTAM, BRI O AREO TR & OIEH A
FLEENTWVS.

1. HDERIRE LR OFHE

FEICHANTz K 91T, BRIIEERTIE A EB 5 DI0H
REME T L2 A TEROEMRIED FRZRT. L
IR FEZ R LG a, DEREDMARR SN TV
RN OBEIGED I THE U TODENDTRAZA 5 728, 1O
BUER O.OEE (FUOEIRE) D EFd 5. sl
BT e B HRAR R E IR Il ER IR MR D A e
5 U TR MR 97 5 O L [ARRIC, BRRTEH AL
RO A2 R U CEliRR D i S 2 — 128k
W& % (Fig. 1. FICFHIIE NS DG ODEISEWER
i s, TRER, SIRE, eI T, OFE
S OFFEEDEONERAICTT I EBEIEICR > T B
RACFENTS.

TREIRIMARIE Preload Index (PLD) < & - CaHff
TN, PREIRCEER THUTEMii 272, m
PRI UM EANEA TR MR oD S 3, BESRHANET T ok
D D, PEREIVATHEIRD a 17 & FEFR S 1% hY,
PLIF a/StbE LTHEMENS Y (Fig 2). TubFHk
JED EAT % L a B DOFENEL &0, PLLUGHLLE:
WRED ERz LT EAd 5. IEREIETERRIEEA
HELITHES TR NI 50, HEIREBI T 0.5 DLEIZ R
HWeEALNB Y.

HIRE & I SR O R 3 %k 9 2 IR DA e o
F &AM ORI & 72 % Cardiovascular Profile Score
(CVPS) lEmENTWVB K SIC, DIKICEWVERIRE
MIRDIE S MK O R EE7 2 Y TR 258
HBEIICRD, ARKEFHT T OBEIHEDORZEIZT
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Fig. 1 R7ZEA%ZBUL eRDEIRE £ F OFE

A BIETXERR, C - DISEHIRE, E - FIREREOEFHR ERTIIETSHR OFTSEK. A-C-ERERRRD F7ZHKA

INZ2—>, B« D - FIZFOERE LR DR DN S ZRHABHEDE

BIBD 7SR, XEK21) KYEIA.

Fig. 2 TXERD K73 MURKEROFHAIIC K % Preload Index O&H

Xk 1) LY5IA.

RO IR FAEIC 5 2 LB 2389 5 K 51
%% (Fig. 3).

5¥, BRI S 2 — 1S K % FHl IR RO A
752 LM TES.

2. DEUNKERERESTE

IDHERED R & U TR BN EEZ 5N % DAL
BINHERERED RN T H A, MR TIEMAAIC K > TH
IC—E DA FETLIRDOWIZ #iH T & 2 DI TldZan
2 &, lRROLEXMNEEONETEELNENT &
M5, LEIHEFFEREOFHEIC WS Z LD TE %751k
FHER L TRES NS, BITEHWSNS D
3O ZE NI (Fractional Shortening; FS) /v
BXH % (Ejection Fraction; EF) & dP/dt, UkEHAMEME
7t/ =9 rim B EhEEE (Mitral/Tricuspid Annular Plane
Systolic Excursion; MAPSE/TAPSE), 022 D#fi 15 #%
RERHil & U CT#uk 9™ % Myocardial Performance Index
(MPD A'&F 0% ">

2.1 FS/EF

BEE LT I—TEHIASHWSENTWVWDS FSH
DENSFBET M OIEIEDO —D L THWONTE
D, EHOKELTZI-XNZEOMRILODTI—HA R
SAVICLEHREIN TS Y. 2D T a—OPuEkiH
%E U3, »50EME— FEEIC X0 EH
EhB. HARSA2 Y TlEME— RETORHID
RENTWVS (Fig. 4A). WINOFHIRETE

_ DEHSRAIIE — DA

FS AR

KXo TRIFEEINSG., EFMEIGEARICEST —ET
0.28~0.40 L &N % V.

7272 L, FSIENAKIIERGEZ LTV A LED—T
MOBRELMEHME T X9, IR TIRAERTEEAEED
FHIECHEIGOLEFRMRTETH ST &, A=ITHE
ICEMRIERZ LT WA ENL XD AEEEZD
N2 EICHEEIRBETH 5. FSITBIEDHAIGER
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Fig. 3 Cardiovascular Profile Score DHEH
XHk 1) KYsIA.

Fig. 4 ME— FOoId—EEBAWVWEEDOZED Fractional

(TAPSE) (B) D&t
Xk 21) £Y3IM.
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AR
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kENTW3?. L, RO a—TEkbC
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Fig. 5 BEZAERD K75 MRk % B e dP/dt OFHR

XEk1) LY.

2 R i & PRI B 5 EREN B,
E%@ﬁz%x&%ﬁ%x&%ﬁ

ELUOEBIMISRS 2 151ETH S 7. T OIEDMT
WKHizo>Th, MR TIIAERE L ERENELETLE
HERDRTEIC A > THD, B2 E DA IEMH Td
5T EICHENRETHS.

2.2 MAPSE/TAPSE

ez - RO EMT M OYGERREEIE T, [HIEF i
FERRER, =53 E EEER o0 B fil /5 1) O B B EE A
ZNZF N MAPSE/TAPSE TH 5. DLARM 12858 L <L
&6 REATANC 7R 5 K O I UGz /it L, h—Y
V72 OEHRE & TIC R % K 9 ICiEW T M-mode 7%
HWTEHIIL TRIE NS (Fig. 4B). ThXTIcH
BOEHME (ZH PG IhTw3iEh, WG
MAEERE, FRULOAS, RHAREREG & THETE N T
AV

EHHREOIRIE TI1E MAPSE & TAPSE 3 7E & HE S
I KkE LA D, MAPSE DIE 5 A TAPSE & b /)
AR

T, WEHBOLTI—TIETAPSEZ 7 27
00— 7 A U CORERPUREWT IS 38U T =4
=V NWEBENCHIT 5728, DEHRRICIEETT
F 7 IO TN R R > TV 5.

E 5 m OUERSAEIRIE & U CIIMRR R 7 Fikic &
% S (PRI Erin A ENERE) 2 W 7z3Hilic
DVTERETNTVS.

2.3 dP/dt

dP/dt &, DENIEDRERIZLRERD— X 57 B
(HZ) T, ZOfAfE max dP/dt & EH IEFE R
HNCFon, BEMOFEZRZITIC < WVIDEBIEHRE
DIFKEL 5% V. DEIHHHEHED BAF CHNUTLEE
BRI LRI A omEE %S, DO —Tl, <

dpP

Nz FEMFOMGE R 7 FWIE OV E A0 3
EORRZ(EN B ANV X — A XZFICE T L, 1IN
FEMEDIED—D L LT W5, HEZRDOLTZI—T
EEEMERMFHEED 1-3m/s £TERTZDIC
M BERNSREEE NS, BRELTZa—T, B
FEFWRIMFLEED 0.5-2.5m/s £T LA ZDICH
MBIz dt & U, dP s NIV X —1 2 HNT
(2.5)2x4—(0.5)*X4=24mmHg TH B DT, ZThH
5 dp/dt ZHHid % (Fig. 5). 800mmHg/sec LA T
{&AHC, 400mmHg/sec LA N HEE DUNHFHEREM K &
#Zx6N5 Y. 5P, dP/dtFRAMEHDRILFEHE
DIFERE E 5, FRIETIRDEEMENTD, 2.5m/s
THLMREEOE— 71338 <, TEOENERME L
TV BRI BT BI5EITUE ERE R IARRSHE 2 S W L
TORRDNEHENTLUE S 72, 1-2m/s Tl
TEREDTRDRBETH BN, FHUDFRANKE L
IRBREMEN B .

3. IDERILIRMEEE ST
DEPLEBEEDRIEE LT, BEEARARKE L
Z OfLERIAFE A (Diastolic Filling Time; DFT),
MPLEERHITHENTVS Y. B34, HLHIR
JE LA DEILERRE O S 2 K L TV 3B 0%
WZ MDD, fHR U IEHDEIRTE 52 K d % fgk
D EILRBEEDIE D L 72 5.
3.1 BERRAERE DFT
RIRICBNTEBEEMRAICITOEIRRICAE S Hk
RREO B E, DEIGEICHE S IRREERHO A KO
2 THB. IEFHO/NEINSRATIE EHRE>A T
HBHM, IBERTIEEKE<AKTHS. EIF, AED
Tk lE & IR 9N 5 A E 3 O FE O BN
DIFE S5 HKE L B/A IFRIFIC ER UHEAE I TR
0.5, HIHTHK 0.8 LIMETNTH O, MAEMEFNITIE
FERDERMEISEIL Y. AU OEOYLER
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Fig. 6 AZFHEA - #HmE K 73 EAs% B e Myocardial Performance Index (MPI) o3t

Xk 1) LY5IA.

BEDEIFIICUET 2 2 KML TS EEZ BN
TWa5.

BEEARMARIEONIE, miam (OZEFRR)

HKE—LE 5B XTICTR S K 5 IS PUEWTH 5
EHIHL, YTV RY) a—LRBEEROE R (F=R
FRREOFRROEE) ITEWTMEREZ LT
179.

DFT A ZE AR AMGT O & UTHEZERHR
ANBEIED BEHIIE N, 1O ORER TRR U 7z cor-
rected DFT (DFTc) TRHliEN5. OZEHLRIERED
g% & DFTc KL, BEARABEEE 1 IE%
kx5,

KERFPIRAZC K 2 I OAE, SRR IAE R
ZIMBED S > Mo Are, BICRELRE2O T EARY]
BRETTH LIEZEAHREEN TS Y. £, BR
FMABIE O 1 IEHELIE T HAROATR L LT CVPS
ICEED ANBNTWS Y, L, ERLEGED
BETCHIRE R E T OMBDMEINL TOARHCIE 11
Moz ehH2OTHEICHIMT ZLEND 5.

4. DEDHEVEEESTE
4.1 Myocardial Performance Index (MPI) (=Tei
index)

DEC BT 3 EEFRHAENSEHFPHAME T
D 55 75 N A B 8 (Isovolumetric Contraction Time;
ICT), “FHIPHED 5 EE PR E TOHERMARR
i (Isovolumetric Relaxation Time; IRT) & ZFNZFh
kel S, IR HIC K DIEET 5. MPLIZOERA
T SHtAE TORFE (@) & OB (b)) & 0,
MPI=(a—b)/b & LTHIENBH, Zhid (CT+
IRD)/b L[HETH S (Fig. 6). T D7z8.0EDILH
A - ILRMEEE VTN FTE MPLIZHEAL, WD
B RE L LR RE OB IR E SN b, JRIET
DEFHEEFINETCRKIEFIEAMENINTVS
73, Ghawi 5 DOHEIC K 2 & = 0.464+0.08, H=E

ARNRBERSBSFME F4NE F15

0.466+0.09 £ ENTW3 V. BT K B Z (IS
ICE > TR —ED R RN 2.

RROERICBNTE, EENTY Y TIVRY 2—
LA LTIz % C i K-> TAEEWRAM
U - PRI 2 FRIC AR 5 2 &M TE BT, C
DRI K DEHIT 2. —)5, GETIE=RA L)
HRFPDEEN TV 2 T Dl X [AIRRLERN T E S, Fh
ZNOMFRPIE 2 AR Taddt U TR L & < Tz
59, MM OET DN DR N2 A X V7 Thdixd
%035 h % %. Dual Doppler BERE% fifi 2 % DT O —
HEETHNUIFRIKGSRNTE S, £z, FOT VWY
ZHWTICT, IRT, =B Z Z N2 natild
%7i1% (modified MPI EFEIZNS) BRI N TWL
3 13).

MPI (315 NFE BB SR i UE R FE O LER T
MEtENTWVW3IEH, Inamura 5 (3 FJE Ebstein Ji5,”
ZRAFEKICTBVTEZED MPIL &AM TR
THLEMELTNDS 29,

42 REE

FREmPED SEHE U KEIIR - FEIROBHAL L, K
Bk - BiENRTT L O MR 2 b L— A U o i IR
501l (Velocity Time Integral; VTD) & OFEAY 1 [\
HHET, EZ - FZEO00AHEEE 1 EHHE &0
BORMLELT,

,g\;c,;laj%:ﬂx( KB - IBHIRS P )
2

X KENR « FREIAR VT OHAEL

LRtRENS. RIERTRAER - G=EhoHliEn
Tl 8 FILL EDVATEERNETR L CTH D, EELhH
FOLHHEOEF TH 2 HEE OLHHIE (combined
cardiac output) DRIICE T B EHEIGEBIC K S
4" 425mL/min/kg £ TN T3 2.

MFEHHNC BN THERE TR E RIS, MR &l &
E— LW a2 XEHTICED KD ICEHIIT 52 & T,
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Table 1 F7SASALFHRERE

AaE cos RE

0° 1.00 0%
10° 0.98 2%
20° 0.93 7%
30° 0.86 14%
45° 0.70 30%
60° 0.50 50%

Xk 16) &W5IMA - KE.

AEN20EZBZRNKSICT S, MFE & B
C—LDETHEZOL T B LG I cos 0721 1#/NGT:
flid s kiciz, AENKELZRIC LI >iEE
MRELED, 208 TR 7%DEETH DM, 308
TIE 14% D87 L 75 % (Table 1),

Tk, WAEBOLIZI—IZEWTIE VITOHINZ
MR B H U 7o Al C i e 2 sdgk L Tirbn
DI LT, midkOEE O HHRICET 2 RMLT
I—OMWE TIERENRAE L CEHIIE N TED, Hi
WRDEHAEZ I B B A I E RGBT TS 3 2
Nb%. FrEWRICBWT, 7 LEEBTORHIITIE
TOFHMNEHIRL T VIIDNKREL 55 EHAREE
nTnz 7,

5. BRIROAFLDF%FE
5.1 CVPS

CVPS [ZOMERE - TRER N2 OIEFE 5 THE (BRID/KHE
OFEE, WHEER - SIRE O R 7 ZWF, CTAR, O
WAE (BS, BEAMARIL A2 —), Wi#R K~
T b TAaAT7LELDT, G510 M
MHEEEHZNZTN0~2 &2 LT A7 ZRHH
9% (Fig.3).

TNE TICHEYIKE, e RMEE, BRREEE
E, ELODAIH PR, ORUIR R E 7R £ T CVPS
CIRRIERA S L OBRARE E T 5 V.

6. LU iR Lo Owkae T

DI O — AR OEAMEHERIC K D, Speckle track-
ing A&V A b LA VEHIR 3D DI I—72 ED
B LBz -, IR T & ORRERHE 2 &K D EfEC
TAZAREEDH 5. T T TIRVI NG LERZETT
L7 CTHEHIITE %, Speckle tracking LI K5/
HLEDA LA VEtill & Spatio-Temporal Imaging
Correlation (STIC) £IC & b Hf% L 7z 4D Hi{% 2 H
W7z EF OFHINE DWW TRY.

6.1 Speckle tracking AT & ZDEDR kLA EHA

AL AVEYHENS ORET O E 2RI i
T, WIHEZL WHENSDETDE{LZAL &
T5E, AFLAY=AL/L(%) & E£EN%. Speckle
tracking %1%, TI—Wi{% EO/NKER (A Xy 7)b)
T L—LTEINNE—yF T LU TERT ST
CICE-ST2AMDA LA V2T 2 HETH
%. Speckle tracking £ K% A b LA VIZHEIEDA
IR TICERITE 5. A b LA i Puk i 4
M SEHIIE N % Eiil /517100 Longitudinal strain, 4l
B SEHINE NS E 7 1M D Circumferential strain
LRl 5 1R Radial strain @ 3 JT1A D RIS 7F T
it ENBH, BRYITIETIC Longitudinal strain A3t
HENTHS.

A b LA GG S U < GG o gz 5l
$RL, That 754 T LTEHIIT%. AL
A T ZAT O BRI, FoER U 7RO EE A BT
BB LImAT, RFEOHEIZ 140bpm #its & &
WEDICHRD T L—LL— MR @EN T EAE
T, 7L—LL—FMMEVE X LA MEDNRIERE
IR B ATREMEDYD 5. AT OERN Z IR 1OFE
ZHE L CRHIIE B D, IR CRLEEEDT N 5
DA ZE U TR TN 5. BIEERD A —
A—DILTIA—EETHRILDO A~ LA VEHIIAAHET
H3 (Fig. 7). ELLTIO—3E - iy 7 b x
T XTIV 3V XLHEES OEEEN 3
ARLA U MEE RIE S T LICHENRETH S .
CNXTICEA—H—DEEIC K OEHIIE N7BILO
BDA LA MEDNZEEREENTWS D, HNT1ER
RIS KB ZEEREICE O —E LA, KNS
Z i RN K 2 28O HARNIEFE RO A
FLAEDNREETNTED, k=, FHED Global
Longitudinal Strain; GLS (LA EGIA A~ L
AV) FENEN-24.3%3.5%, —235+3.7%T, ff
fRIAEAES ICON TN GEREIE ) §25L&
ncws Y,

6.2 STIC:xlc &3 4D Efg%E AU EF DAl

WH, SEETY L—LL— FAEW 4D T a—[dj
BT 5oy, BEO.OROEGZEHAED
3 DICDERFEIANRETH 2D, IEIEITOEX
2G5 T N TEIRV. STIC Ed D ERIE 2
REEES, WG OO E A b 2w A S
C LI KO IR DS - DEAZRRIE L, DSk
ZAF Y 2 UTHD ARG T — 272, RRYLD.LE
HicabETENZEN 3D ERE LTHKL T 10
73 DI R OB 2 #5259 % 4D s i T H
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EndoGLS -26. EndoGLS -31.
EDA . EDA
ESA ]! 2 ESA
FAC ! FAC
ESL J ESL

ESDbas . ESDbas
EDL
EDDbas

FreeWallst -22.

Fig. 7 Speckle tracking iZZRWRRIREAE - BEDR b LA VEFEREE
7T—2 %A LTRY.

“&Q(*u Y M‘ \\’

VOCAL: 1.772 cm

Fig. 8 Spatio-Temporal Imaging Correlation (STIC) &l &k > THS Lz 3D 7—% % Virtual Organ Computer-
aided Analysis (VOCAL) ZBWTHENLCOERHEZER LTS RER
REHDBROTRER.

HH{ROMAH GO ERBWIRE L Tn—7 =, HEOEFOFHEIEZTNEN45%, 46% L)

%M\E&@L%. HENTVS
STIC 7% F W CHUS U7z 4D B 7 — %2 %, Vir-
tual Organ Computer-aided AnaLysis (VOCAL) %

~ 3 c
FICCHENTT 3 © & CLRARAEEITSC LATE &Y
2 (Fig 8). COhHARMWTIILEREROLE B BT DT, T IV B S
BESE & S (RIS & B DA D R o ST & T U0 S U 7= S U T L

NTV3 . EFBERERIC KT —EEeEh, & o, MRIRIEER DR L IR O T O —I & 2 #Hfi DR

ARNRBERSBSFME F4NE F15
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SRZRRL, 1ELUWEHiiZ T 5 —BicanidEnTh

5.

Fie, GEHLOEIRONAMED & & > T LA

HEna T Lic kb, X0 IEMRNEROBRERTAM T
bNd T eMMRFENS.

FlattER
AFHICBI L THETNE COLIEH D EHA.

51 Ak
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